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What is the federal role in education?
e The federal government funds many education programs, from early-childhood education in Head Start
to the Title I program for underserved public schools to Pell

grants and Stafford loans for college students. What Americans Say:

Key Facts “As a teacher, for me to make sure

e Challenges in Education: According to the Programme for my classroom operates, it’s more

International Student Assessment, U.S. students score in the and more out-of-pocket expenses
average range in reading and science and below average in math because we're told the budgets are
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trailing behind China, South Korea, and Japan.' Meanwhile, in
the United States, 857 students drop out of school every hour of — Conrad (Austin, TX)

every school day."

e Proposals for Consideration: The Obama Administration has proposed the creation of a
Community College to Career Fund to train unemployed workers for high-skilled jobs. The president
has also proposed universal pre-kindergarten education, to ensure that every young child has access to a
quality learning environment. Such initiatives have yet to be authorized by Congress.
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5% \ percent on July 1. Congress is now negotiating a
— /._./\/\’J deal that would keep interest rates low in the near
0% term but allow them to rise substantially within a
1976 1981 1986 1991 1996 2001 2006 2011 few years —even as the federal government
Source: OMB earns billions of dollars in profit each year
National Priorities Project from student loan interest payments. This issue

is evolving in real time; check for updates at: nationalpriorities.org/analysis/2013/august-recess-
legislator-meeting-fact-sheets/education-fact-sheet

What to Ask Your Legislator:
What is the best role for the federal government in improving education in this country? What actions by Congress would
you support to make higher education more affordable for the children of low-income and working-class families?

To See How Much Federal Funding Flows Into Your Local School District:
data.nationalpriorities.org/other/schooldistrict/
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