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Federal Budget Tip Sheet: Military & Security Spending

Key Fact: In fiscal year 2015, military spending is projected to account for 55 percent of all federal discretionary
spending — that’s the portion of the federal budget that the president requests and lawmakers determine each year in
the appropriations process. Military spending will account for 16 percent of overall federal spending in 2015. U.S.
military expenditures are roughly the size of the next nine largest military budgets around the world, combined.

President Obama’s 2015 Budget: The president has requested $555 billion in discretionary spending for fiscal
year 2015, including $60 billion for war funding, officially referred to as “Overseas Contingency Operations”
(OCO)." Billions of dollars in the war budget have been widely referred to as a “slush fund,” because they provide
the Pentagon with a relatively flexible source of funds that has been protected from the cuts made to all other federal
discretionary spending. Meanwhile, according to polling, 58 percent of Americans would support substantial
reductions in military spending.”
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Total discretionary military spending of
$555 billion includes $16 billion for military
expenses for the Department of Homeland Security in 2015. The U.S. also spends money on homeland security that
is not designated as military spending, but that includes funding for law enforcement, border control, and other
pseudo-military expenses. Non-military Department of Homeland Security discretionary funding is expected to be an
additional $43 billion in 2015."

Source: OMB | National Priorities Project

More About Military Spending: bit.ly/NPPmilitary
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